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,,\l.TNCi Ot J'l or ejecringfi orrr
an aiLctaftis trot rtr trtrcommotr
, : ' x p c r i e n c e( i-o r r r r r l c s sp i L r r s
r sittrerion rvhcrc thcir
havc luc.,.:cl
lilcr:rfi was rrot rble ro nralic it
brcl< ro :rn :Lirficll. cirlrcl beceusc
ol e nrcch:rnicalptoblcnr or cotnbar
cll nrrge. HorvcvcL. tlris cxclrrsive
ity tl*'incllcs consiclcr-rbly
fr arcr-rr
u,hcr a pilot hrs becl to clo ir
twice!
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Lt Mclvin V ( irrlc) r'scepccl
r Nor th r\tncricirn Ii 5 I Mustatrg
cochpit wtricl bccrrrc cngtllccl il
flenrcs llicl teking nutrrcrous hits
fr-omgroutrrl lir-,:ovcl Noltir I(orce.
Lcssrhen ten veersllt,.:r,llf ing in e
LocklrLr:dli l0,l Sterflelrrcr,hc hed
n o s t o f h i s c o c k p i rs h c c r e coll l i r r r
nicl eir r.ollisionrvith e l.ocklrcctl
'L'r.'r.

September 3, 1951.

An F-1O4over Luke,

:--r:.,-.

The Mustang'saccomplishnrents
iu Koreaarc legendary,trut duc to
the aircraftt low-levelwork anc{its
vulnerability, a very large number
rvereshotdown. Malry of the pilots 12th Squadronpilot
were never recovcreclbecausethey
were operating deep into North
si.!e wears his olcl A-2
Korea.
C)r'rthe claythar Melvin first went Workl War Two. usaF
down,July,9, 1951,he had already
flown tlrrecmissions.'fhataf'rernoon, A lzth Squadrcn
he s,as in Squadron'Ops' when Mustang is rcd.mecl
rvord cane that they ncededa rapid an.l rcfuelled while
r-r:sponse
missionirnmediately.
With
the cockpit at Seoul
his Mustang in 1or maintenancc, City Airport in 1950.
he volunceercdto use one of the
'spares'
squ.rdron
and ro fly with
thc main flight in casesomeone
haclmechanicalproblemsand had
to r-eturnLobase.
Melvin lecalled: 'Afrcr we hacl
flown about 50 miles bcyond the
bornb lite, the (lroup Commancler
radioed us to relcasethe'spare'
Mustangand rcturn to base.So I
peeled awal. from the flight and
sinccI had nvo 5001bbombs,four
5in locketsand a full load of 0.50
calibreanrmo, I startedlooking for
sometargersof opportuniry

rWrY,TnkP
"ln

a 1ewminutes,I flcrvovera snrall
villagervhere,ncal a bridge, I sarv
slx Cihinescmilitary trucks.My first
two passes
usedmy bombs and one
ol'thcm hit the bridgc.Next, I madc
my,rocketattacksagainstthe trucl<s.

"uqaxye*f. tlte {1a1"'t.
r:au:ne.
tnr, tlas* ?wd ik* wvr.:ks
arL(l,
n.rrtlltl*o.te",.'Th*"t wcy* ilu.t'ntr".iesl.L |tr.d ts**n
ffitrker*d Lnz* a ffia.ktraXt""
WJrilc.rllol thiswasgoingon. Tu as to alert them of my leturn so the1.
b e i n g s h o t ebt10 . 5 0c a l i b r e . 2 U m mwouldnt call oLrt the guns on orc.
"At
and 40mm guns.Nonc ofthe flak
that moment, Dy Mustang
came too closeand the trucks did took a monstrous 40mrn hit in the
uot move... They weredummicsl right wing root, snap-rolling out ol
"T
had been suclceredinto a flak control while the cockpit iillcd with
rrap.After mv l:rstsrrafingpass,I
deose smoke. I pulled tbe canopy
pulledout and levelcdoffat 6,00()ft relcase anc{ it came ofF cJcan, but
and turned towarcl home. I was rhis caused the cockpit to becone
about to givc Control a radio call a fiery inferno.

"I

rried ro srand up ro ger out,
but rhe aircraftwassnap-rollingso
badlyI coutdni kick awiy. Anoiher
effort to stand up resulted in my
being violently thrown back into
the fire and then, just asviolently,
I wastossedout ofthe cockpit and
on the way out, I slammedinto the
Mustangt uil."
Melvin wasknocked unconscious
for a few seconds.
As he cameto, he
pulled the parachute'sD-ring. He
swung twiceJthen hit the ground
hard. He wasat a very low altitude
and was lucky to have resained
consciousness
when he did. LLdine
on his back,he wasunableto movi
for severalminutes.

A few minutes later, they heard goingon andon andwent right past
the sound qf a hel)coprer
coming theJnd ofrh. .un*"11hir soierliine
in so Melvin 0red anorher smoke and nosedoverwith'rhe tail pointei
signal. The chopper set down on straightup to rhe skyl
"I
the dyke they were hiding behind.
washangingfrom my seatbelt,
Two crewmenjumped ouc ro help thinking:'\7ith all I have been
and Melvin indicarid he wanredto through, I am going to die in the
take the old man who had aided backofan old 'GooneyBird'!'After
him, but thepilot saidno.They took three weeksof recuperation,I was
offthrough a hail of smallarmsfire sent to Japan for an Escapeand
and as luck would have it, Melvin Evasionde6riefing.Anyo,r. -ho h"d
got hit, but not seriously.He didnt
successfully
evadedcapturebehind

6ETMTl]UTtlFIISHE!
\X4renhe rolled overon his side,he
found he was staring at an elderly
Koreanman standingin the doorway
ofhis house.The old-manwasscared
and did not attempt to hide.
It didn't take Iong for Melvin
to realisehe was badly hurt - left
shoulderbroken, severalribs caved
in and right leg almost unusable.
As he got out ofhis 'chute harness,
he motioned the old man ro come

___w#"
enemylineshad ro be debriefedrc
seeifany'thingu:efirlcouldbe pas.ed
on coorhet crews.'
In Tokyo, Melvin had a chance
irr((rlng \ ftn a .vouns
, . . a . lleuLenant
,
i ,,
.*ll: ,.1:o aDout lrh tnJurres,Atrer
rellrng nfs slory. there ua\ a funny
look on the Lieutenant's face. He
asked for the date ofthe incident _
it turned out that he was the radar
,
rescue contlollet on tne scooe thac
,.
,
,
^t
,
oay ano nao qrverleOIne )4. l0 to
investigate.
He stated that he was following

"'
a coupre'o;i"
Mustanss
srve.
.temofor enllsted
troopsat Hoenqsonq

(K'46' Thlsnapalm
d r c pe n g u l t ae a l
hrye pottionof the
sma , uninhabitect
istanc!
ctoseto the
base usAF

Ite fwo-seat
tralnlngversion,
thoughtimite(t
in
pro.luctionnumhers,
wasplentifulat
the F4O4'smaln
tftihinq baseat

overand after turning him around,
ru'(e'MKE
xoRrE
was able to get him to carry him
haitr of snralx arc*s fire and
piggy-back.He couldonly carryrhe
it, T\fretrjnr'|"
heavierpilot for shofi disrancesat a
&ot.tzit ^""",
time without resting.
A short time larer, they looked
'blip'
up and saw a Grumman 5.{-16 wake up until the nexr morning in
one
that suddenlybecamewo.
Albatrossrescueaircraftcircling so the hospital.
Actually, it was Melvint Mustang,
'bJip
Melvin fired one of his flares. Tt
and the second
washis starboart
couldni land but the pilot rocked NEMTruE
SAFETY
wing beingblown offby the 40mm as
his wings to let them know he had Two days later, Melvin was on a it separated
from the aircraft!Needless
chem in, sight before turning and DouglasC-47 Skytrainon his way to say, anything the young radar
exl flg tne area.
back to his unit. He figuredhe was controllerwanted,Melvin bought for
Thirry minureslater,a smallgroup safenow as the old 'Gooney Bird' him becausehis action had probably
of Chinesesoldiersscarred shooting ta-riedout, but rhat wasnt auite the savedhim fiom a grim situationasa
'
at them, but rheywerc slighdy out ol
end ofthe adventure.
PoriTor worse!
"Our
range.As they moved closer,Melvin
home basedestinationwas
pulled his 0.45 and ffred a few rounds 'mucked in by strongwinds and bad FA$T
FONWAMtr
to let them know he wasarmed.Both weather.The C-47pilot landedtoo Fast forward about eight years.
men easedin behind a rice paddy rong.., golng too iast... on a very Now Major Corlen M'elvin had
dyketo stayout ofview.
wet and slippery runway..Wekept moved into jets and his exper.tise
\n,ww ,YpAcr .."
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the *ngine af tke T-33
v/as s0 €les€ that it is

describe""
had put him in the cockpit of
'Manned
Lockheed's
Missile' the
F-I04 Starfighter.After his tour in
Korea,he flew the LockheedF-80C
ShootingStaraldvarious modelsof
the NorthAmerican F-86 Sabreand
F-100SuperSabre.
On November12,1!59, hewasone
ofthe 476th FighrerSquadronpilots
involvedin deployingtheir F-104s
over to Moron, Spain,via Tinker Air
ForceBase,Oklahona, and Myrtle
Beach,SouthCarolina.The plaowas
to hit the tanker overwestGxas, but
the weatherwassobad that they were
orderedto land at Tinker and refuel.
This was accomplishedand as the
fighterspulled out to the end ofthe
ftnway, they were rold to hold for
an aircrafton ffnal.

Melvin picks up the story fiom that
"The
point:
tower stated that the
aircraftwasa missedapproach,so I '
told him that I would continue to
hold. The T:33 madea Iow approach
and I sawthe hood up in the back
and the front-seatpilot reallygiving
us the once-over.
"\(e
got the OK and launched
our flight. My wingman was Lt
Dave Perry,afld asw€ climbed for
altitude, he dropped back slighdy
and then brokeleft.An instantlater,
therewasa big bangand my cockpit
immediatelyfilled up with smoke
and fire, leavingme no conuol over
the aircraft!I was forcedto the left
sideof the cockpit, at which time I
pulledthe ejectionseatring between
my legs."

?MWa'*"'

The Major's Srarfighter was
equipped with an ejection seat
that sent the pilot straight down
through the bottom ofthe aircraft.
As he exited, his elbow hit thc
cockpitconsolebut other than that,
everything worked just as it was
suPPoseo
to.
'Just
'chute
as my
deployed,the
engine of the T-33 came right by
me, burning my jacket,and part of
my fice and g-suit. It wa^sso close
that it is dificult to describe.A split
secondafterthe enginepassedme, I
waslooking aroundand therewasa

..-.94*4.'',4{.'!.i.

ToP:Due to th€ smdr/
size of the ai rcme

had rclatively short
'leqs', hut they

Herc Statlighterc
over Spain take on
XB-54 RAYPAMPL]N
^Bo,lEi Maior Melvin
Co ey in frcnt of an
F_|O4C.MELcoRLEY

fNorth American] B-45 [Tornado]
heading_srraight
Forme and rhepilot
had to do a maximum turn ro avoid
flying through me."

MIRACLT
E$SAPE
The closestpilot to Melvin washis
wingman, Lt Perry His recollection
of the collision is probably the
most vivid. He describeswhat he
witnessedin the split second the
mid-air happened:
"As
we climbed out of Tinker,
making a left turnout, I had to cross
over to the left wing to allow No.3
andNo.4 ro join on rheriqht.I was
lairly closeto Major CorlJy when I
pickedup rheT:33 in my peripheral
and recallseeingthe fronr-searer
looking at Mel and that the backseaterdid not have his hood over
him.
"I
did not have time to do
anl.thingbut jam the stick into rhe
northwest corner of the cockpit,
and at rhar moment I feli a
tremendousexplosion and as my
aircraftcompletedthe roll, I looked
back right and saw Lead'saircraft
completelyenguJfedin flames.There
wasno cockpit on itl"
The next thing was the sound of
No.3 callingfor a sharpright break
ro avoidthe debris,Lr Peny\canned
the areafor 'chutesand sawonly one
but keprorbiringin hopesofseeing
..econd. Ar charrint., he*as rold ti
recoverback at Tinker after he had
burned off someofhis fuel.
It was Perrykperceprionthat rhe
T-33 wastrying to buzzhis element
and had misjudgedthe F- 104t rapid
acceleration.He sayshe will never

The 479th Tactical
Fighter Wlnq based
at GeorgeAFB, was
userc ol the F-1O4,
This shot was taken
in August 1961 T-33As are in the
backgrcunal.

CIose-upcockplt
sr'alt the fuse/age

with the size ol the

forget that micro-secondbeforethe
T:33 and F-104 collided.
Melvin continued: 'As I floated
down, I noticed some Starffghters
in the immediatevicinity, but they
did not seeme waveor give them dre
thumbs-up. Glancing down, all I saw
belowme, and coming up fast,were
oak trees,A secondlater, I crossed
legs,rhrew my armsup overmy
:1y
raceanctIItt tne trees"I
. cameto, lookingup andhanging
by my strapsin a tree. For a brief
moment, I was worried about how
to get down, but when I looked
downwards,I was only about ten
inchesfrom the ground.
"After
quickly releasingmy 'chute
and getting on lirm ground, I lit
up a cigaretteand at that time I felt
somethingwarm in my left glo"eand
lound it full of blood. I h"ad. brd
slashin my elbow,but this didnt stop
me from rolling up my parachuteard

headingfor a farm[rouserhat I had
seenon the way down."
It didnt tate long for Melvin to
meet the farmer and his son. He
explainedthat he neededto makea
call to the base.Minutes later,asrhw
werewalking to the house,a staff;
pulled up with the BaseCommander
behind the wheel. Needlessto say,
he wasshook up becausea mid-air
had happenedat his base.
After Melvin assuredhim he was
OK, they got back in the car and
the commanderpromDtly ran into
a ditch because
hi wasio upset.No
one was hurt and they proceeded
ro oase.
The conclusionro this srory has
two parrs.The eood part is chat
Malor Corley sur"vived
the collision
with only a few scratchesand cuts.
The sadpart concernstheT:33 and
its crew.Both were basedat Vance
Air ForceBase,Oklahoma.

The cadet
D-ring fastenedto his 'chute, so
it would not act automatically.He
separatedfrom his searand wastoo
low for the parachuteto open. He
didnt make it, but his initructor
did.
It wasdetermined that the pilot in
the front seatsaw the Starfighters
waiting to launch and as he went
around,he built up a lot ofairspeed
and made a pasi on one of the
elements.Unfortunately, he never
sawMajor Corley or Lt Perry.
He was chargedwith 90% pilot
error and Melvin wasgiven 10olofor
havinga weakradio receiverIt was
a tragic accident,but it could have
beenfar worse.
The Major stated that of all the
aircraft he flew in his careet rhe
F-l04 wasrhe qrearestiighrer ever
builr and his faiourirero-fly.
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